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By Dr Sarah Pye

that take the hard work out of lesson planning

using



Curriculum alignment
Wildlife Wong books  align with the Australian curriculum in English, Science
and HASS. Find out how.

Lesson plans: Year 5/6
All you need to run two 1-hour interactive lessons in your Year 5 or 6 classroom

Want to make it even easier?
Sarah visits schools in-person and online.  
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About Wildlife Wong books
Meet the real-life hero, Dr Wong Siew Te and author Dr Sarah Pye.
Learn how these books can engage your enthusiastic and reluctant learners.
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Introducing Sumatran rhinos
Look like a Sumatran rhinos expert with this primer.

Lesson plan: Year 3/4

School incursions
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All you need to run a 1-hour interactive lesson in your  Year 3 or 4 classroom.
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Rhino mask
Make these masks with your Year 3/4 class.
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Dr Wong Siew Te is the  real-life hero of  the Wildlife Wong series.

 When Wong started studying sun bears in the jungle of Borneo over
20 years ago, there were only two other sun bear researchers in the
world. Borneo is home to an incredibly diverse range of species and
Wong has encountered many of them during his research. 

Wong  now runs  the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC)
which is located in Sepilok, Malaysia. It houses around 40 sun bears
who have been rescued from habitat destruction, poaching and the
illegal pet trade. He was also on the frontline of a battle against the
extinction of the Sumatran rhino.

In 2017, The University of the Sunshine Coast awarded Wong an
honorary doctorate for his tireless work and commitment to save a
species. The same year, Wong was named a CNN World Wildlife Hero.

Dr Sarah Pye is passionate about giving the next generation tools to
help them save the planet and the other species we share it with. She
may be a writer, speaker and teacher now, but that hasn’t always
been the case. 

When she was 13, Sarah's family moved onto a tiny boat and sailed
away from England. Many ports, night watches and storms later, they
arrived in the Caribbean. Sarah became a commercial boat captain at
20, an award-winning tour boat owner in the Whitsundays in 2001,
magazine editor, and Sunshine Coast Micro Business Woman of the
Year in 2010 for her guidebook Kids Welcome to Queensland.

Then, a trip to Borneo with her daughter changed the trajectory of
Sarah’s life. When Sarah met Wong, she was captivated by his
commitment to save a species. She asked what she could do to help. 
"Do what you do best!" he said. 

About Wildlife Wong books

Sarah wrote Wong's biography as part of her Doctor of Creative Arts Degree which explored how
storytelling can engage non-scientists in conservation. 

Wong's biography, Saving Sun Bears, was published in 2020 and Sarah decided to write his adventures for
children. The Wildlife Wong series was shortlisted for an Australian Educational Publishing Award in 2022
and it has been used as a teaching tool in classrooms throughout the world. 

Books are distributed by Woodslane P/L.  Order them at sarahrpye.com.

https://www.bsbcc.org.my/
https://www.usc.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=NFjtiJr6fGc&t


Wildlife Wong books engage enthusiastic and reluctant learners through four distinct sections:

About Wildlife Wong books 02
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Listed critically endangered on the IUCN Red List
Extinct in Malaysian Borneo
The smallest of the world's five rhino species
About 600kg as adults (the same as a cow)
Related to the ancient woolly rhino which lived at the time of the
dinosaurs
Good swimmers
killed for their horns which people grind up for medicine

Stand about 1m high
Have hair covering their body
Have stumpy horns
Eat plants, which means they are herbivores
chew leaves and fruit.

Sumatran rhinos are:

They also:

Find out more in Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino, or visit:
https://rhinos.org/about-rhinos/rhino-species/sumatran-rhino/

Introducing Sumatran Rhinos
Before you start talking about Sumatran Rhinos in your classroom, you better know a little
about them!  here's your Sumatran Rhino primer...



Equipment needed

60 min Lesson Plan: 
Year 3/4

Pre-printed face masks (paper or card)
Paint, brushes and water
A drying rack 
Scissors
Paddle pop sticks
Sticky tape

READ (10 mins)

Introduce children to Sumatran rhinos by playing this 3-minute video:
https://tinyurl.com/4euztssr
Then, before you start reading, set the scene. Tell the students Wildlife Wong is in
the jungle doing a survey to see if he and his team can find any Sumatran rhinos in
the wild.
Read Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino pages 35 to the top of page 39.

LEARN (5 mins)

Write the bold words in the story on the board and discuss their meanings:
TREAD;  SHIN; STERILE; GAUZE; ANTIBIOTIC

WRITE (15 mins) 

Ask students to write each word into a sentence.
Wander around the desks, giving encouragement.
Note a few interesting sentences.
Make sure you choose some grammatically correct, some interesting, and some
funny ones!
(You may want to stick stars on the really fantastic ones, which leads into the
next step).

Room setup
If space allows, set up the room with
a reading chair in the front near the
whiteboard, floor space in front of
the chair for the reading activity,
desks behind, and craft tables at the
back of the room. 
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https://tinyurl.com/4euztssr


Lesson Plan continued: 
Year 3/4

SHARE (5 mins)

Ask a select number of students to share one of their sentences. (If you used sticky
stars, ask children to read the starred sentences). 
Provide feedback and ask for peer feedback.

MAKE (20 mins)

Move to the back of the room.
Gather students around craft tables and ask each student to cut out their
mask. They may need help with the eyes.
Let them know they can paint or colour the rhino masks in any way they like. 
When they are finished, put masks on the drying rack.
When they are dry, tape a paddle pop stick behind the mask.

GATHER (5 mins) 

Get all the children together at the front of the class to recap their learning.
Ask if they knew that Sumatran rhinos can sing?
Play this video: https://tinyurl.com/4u72zad3
Ask them to hold their individual masks up to their faces for a class photo! 
See if they can all make rhino singing noises together!
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TEACHER :  SHEREE  BAGULEY



We loved the mask making!

https://tinyurl.com/4u72zad3
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Equipment needed

60 min Lesson Plan: 
Year 5/6 (part 1)

Internet-enabled devices

READ (10 mins)

Introduce students to Sumatran rhinos by playing this video: 
https://tinyurl.com/4euztssr
Then tell them we are going to investigate a book called Wildlife Wong and the
Sumatran Rhino today.
Ask students if they know the difference between fiction and nonfiction and
discuss.
Ask if they know the difference between narratives and informational text and
discuss.
Highlight that you CAN have nonfiction narratives. 
Mention Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino contains both narrative nonfiction
and informational text.
Read Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino pages 35 to the top of page 39 to
illustrate a narrative nonfiction.
Then read paragraph 1 and 3 from Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino page 55,
and page 56 to illustrate informational text. 

DISCUSS (10 mins) 

Write two headings on the whiteboard: NARRATIVE and INFORMATIONAL
Talk about the differences between these two readings. 
They may mention the following:
Characterisation, alliteration, simile, metaphor, tense, emotive language,
rhetorical questions, foreshadowing rule of threes, point of view (POV),
statistics, annotated graphics.
If not, introduce some of them. Write these techniques on the whiteboard under
the heading which use them.

Room setup
Regular classroom setup

07

https://tinyurl.com/4euztssr


Lesson Plan continued: 
Year 5/6 (part 1)

LEARN (15 mins)

PAIR (20 mins)

REFLECT (5 mins) 
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Tell them both good narratives and informational text are based on good research. 
Group students into teams of 4, equipped with internet-enabled devices. 
Ask them to find, and list, 10 interesting facts about Sumatran rhinos and their
rainforest home.

Using the facts they found, half of each team write a narrative paragraph
together. 
The other half of the team work together to write an informational paragraph. 
Remind them of the list of devices on the board which they can incorporate.

Ask students what they learnt in this session. 
Remind them they will continue with this learning in the next session.

TEACHER :  DEANNE  JEFFERS



Our students loved learning more about
writing and publishing, and were also

fascinated by the environmental issues
and the endangered animals Sarah has

based her books on.



Equipment needed

60 min Lesson Plan: 
Year 5/6 (part 2)

Recycled plastic jars or bottles
Small paper cups
Toilet rolls
A hot glue gun and glue 
Paint and brushes
Mixing plates or boxes
buttons
Shoe boxes
Green craft paper
Rocks
Small twigs/branches
Blue Tack

SHARE (15 mins)

Pairs swap their writings from Part 1 with the other pair in their team and give
feedback to each other.
Select a few pairs to read their paragraphs to the class.

Room setup
If space permits, set up craft tables
behind desks, and craft tables at the
back of the room.
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DISCUSS (10 mins)

Ask a select number of students to share one of their sentences. (If you used sticky
stars, ask children to read the starred sentences). 
Provide feedback and ask for peer feedback.

TEACHERS :  MONTESSOR I  INTERNAT IONAL
COLLEGE




 Sarah has some awesome teaching
methods and ideas…



Lesson Plan continued: 
Year 5/6 (part 2)

MAKE (25 mins)

JOIN (5 mins)

REFLECT (5 mins) 
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Read out pages 55 and 56 about the how they can save rhinos.
Then tell the students saving rhinos is about saving the animals itself AND about
saving their habitat. Today, they will make a rhino model and a habitat in their
team to show they care.
Watch the following videos:
Rhino model: https://youtu.be/BovnxRdOYGU
Habitat: https://youtu.be/wBpSWcWMoY4
Ask the original teams of four to choose two people for each task.
Move to the craft tables and follow the instructions starting on page 58 and 63 in
Wildlife Wong and the Sumatran Rhino.

The two halves of each team come together to unite their rhino with its
home.

Wrap up the class and reflect on what they have learnt. Consider:
What makes a good narrative
What makes a good informational text
The importance of rhinos and their habitat
Ways to help save them.

HINT: if all students want to make a rhino and habitat,
extend this exercise to another class session. 

https://youtu.be/BovnxRdOYGU
https://youtu.be/wBpSWcWMoY4


Years 5 Curriculum Alignment

Years 3/4 Curriculum Alignment
11
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Years 6 Curriculum Alignment

my notes:
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Dr Sarah is an experienced
speaker and workshop
facilitator who is just as
comfortable in front of
preschoolers as seniors, and
just as accomplished presenting
via Zoom as face-to-face! 

if you would like Sarah to visit your school, check out her extensive list of workshops and contact her here:

School Incursions

sarahrpye.com

https://sarahrpye.com/contact/

